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The mission of the Humane Society of South Mississippi is to 
advocate the bond between animals and humans, 

provide the highest quality services and 
compassion to the animals entrusted to our 
care, reduce companion animal overpopulation, 
and increase the save-rate of animals in our 

community. 
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Dear HSSM Supporters and Friends,

{ŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ŀŘŘƛŎǘƛǾŜΦ Lƴ нлмл I{{aΩǎ [ƛǾŜ wŜƭŜŀǎŜ wŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ  
by which animal shelters measure their success, was 51%. Now, that may not seem 

like a lot, but just one year ago, in 2009, our live release rate was only 39%. 

HSSM cared for 12,305 animals in 2010. We placed 4,231 in new forever homes through our adoption 
program. We fixed 10,047 animals in the Louise Fenner Claiborne Spay Neuter Clinic. We transported out 
931 animals to other shelters across the country through our Love Train program.

We invite you to become an addict. Help HSSM save more lives this year and reach our goal of a 
60% Live Release Rate. You have helped us get to a place where we can realistically work 
towards such a fantastic goal. So, thank you for your support and keep your eyes, ears , 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻǇŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ I{{a ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊƻǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǘƘΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
life and get you hooked.

Sincerely,

Robert Brigham
2011 HSSM Board President
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Dear Caring Friends,

The Humane Society of South Mississippi is a private 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization. As 
such, we stand alone. We are not part of a network of shelters supported by the Humane 

Society of the United States or any other national organization. We do not receive funding from the 
government. We depend upon you, our community members and supporters ,to stand alongside us and 
provide the necessary funds to maintain the services we provide for the animals in our care.

As a thank you for your support and devotion to our mission and the animals we serve, we present this 
Annual Report, so that you can see the programs and services that we are able to provide 
and the lives  we are able to touch. Please take a few moments to review  the 
wonderful things you have made possible. 

If you have any questions, ideas, or even if you would simply like to come visit the 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŀǘ нну-863-3354. We would love to 
hear from you and we always welcome your visit.

Sincerely,

Tara High
Executive Director

http://www.hssm.org/
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The Humane Society of South Mississippi is the strongest animal welfare   
organization on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. HSSM was established in 1952 and 

housed in a WWII armory bunker until 2006 when it was destroyed by 
Hurricane Katrina. HSSM was able to bounce back beautifully after the storm, 

joining forces with animal welfare organizations all over the country to continue 
working toward our goal to eliminate pet overpopulation and improve the 

lives of animals in our community.  
We are now housed in a 41,000 square foot, state-of-the-art facility 

which provides the animals we serve with a safe and sanitary environment that 
is pleasant for adoptive families as well as our four-legged friends.

To care for these pets, HSSM has developed many innovative programs:
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As a  private 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, HSSM receives NO 
government funding.

HSSM is primarily funded through the generosity of individual donors and 
community members, as well as through grants from other organizations.

HSSM is not affiliated with the Humane Society of the 
United States in any way apart from receiving 
occasional grant funding for specific programs or 
working together on specific issues.

Grant funding is generally procured in a 
competitive environment in which HSSM must 
convince the granting organization that our cause 
and the program we will use the funding for is the 
most worthy cause.
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